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Commissioner for Public Sector Standards Report — Government Appointments — Adjournment Debate 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [5.20 pm]: I want to very quickly 
say a couple of things in response to that outrageous speech. It was an attempt to denigrate a very well respected 
public servant who has given service to governments of many persuasions for many years. I am talking about 
Mr Mal Wauchope. I have no idea how Mr Wauchope votes, and I suspect that nobody does, but I do know that 
he has given good, reliable and honest service to the public sector for many years. Indeed he was an employee, 
as I remember, way back in the Brian Burke government days. Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich has called him a “so-called 
independent commissioner”, as if he is not independent, and she has also said that he would appoint somebody 
who is a political appointee to the position of Information Commissioner. Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich has described 
Mr Bluemmel as a political appointee because she has decided in her own mind that Mr Wauchope is somehow 
or other biased. She has said that Cheryl Gwilliam is also biased, because she works for the public sector, that 
they could not possibly make a decision that was not biased and that the decision to appoint Mr Bluemmel was a 
political appointment. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich said it was a political appointment, and I think she should go outside and say that at the 
top of her voice, so that Mr Bluemmel, Mr Wauchope and everybody else who believes that the member has 
defamed them today can take the necessary action against her. If she stands by what she has said, she should say 
it publicly outside coward’s castle. I found Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich’s speech quite disgraceful because she has 
made assumptions, assertions and allegations of improper conduct against at least two well respected public 
servants who have worked for both sides of politics for many years. To my knowledge, they have never 
displayed any bias towards either side at all. I do not know Cheryl Gwilliam well, but I have known 
Mr Wauchope a very long time, as has, I suspect, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, a former minister. He is a person whom 
I hold in high regard, not for any political reason, but because I believe he is a very good public servant. To 
suggest, as the member has, that he and Cheryl Gwilliam would work together on the committee to make a 
political appointment of the Information Commissioner is an outrageous allegation, and I suggest she repeat it 
outside the chamber. 

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 5.23 pm 
__________ 

 
 


